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Sharing data 
Introduction 
Information sharing has a significant role in the healthcare sector. This section reviews the Midtown Family Clinic to identify some of the parties which need to share data with the clinic as well as the type of information that needs to be shared. There are also standards that govern the process of data sharing which can apply to the Midtown Family Clinic.  
Need to share data
The neighboring homes to Dr. Thompson’s hospital are in significant need of information sharing. The homes from nearby neighborhoods are the main recipients of the Midtown Family Clinic services. There is a need for communication to help for purposes such as scheduling appointments with the doctor or communication of medical reports from the doctor to the patients.  The laboratories also need to share information with the clinic. The doctor and the clinic may need to communicate when sharing patient information such as test samples as well as laboratory reports.  The doctor can send the patient samples to the laboratory when needed and receive the test results with a proper means of communication.

	Organization #1 (Neighboring homes)

	Data Element or Item
	Data Goes TO/FROM Midtown Family Clinic

	1.Appointment scheduling 
	The clinic needs to communicate with the neighborhoods when they can visit.

	2. Medical reports 
	Patient medical reports are shared from the clinic to the patient.

	3. Patients medical history
	Information regarding patient medical history can be shared from the homes to the clinic.

	4. Patient information during check-in 
	Patient information during check-in needs to be shared with the clinic.

	5. Medical insurance
	Data shared with the clinic by the patients.

	Organization #2 (Laboratories)

	Data Element or Item
	Data Goes TO/FROM Midtown Family Clinic

	1.patient samples
	Data on patient samples are sent to the laboratories from the clinic.

	2. laboratory results
	Laboratory results are shared from the labs to the Midtown Family Clinic.

	3. Type of test performed 
	The labs communicate the types of tests performed on the patient samples to the clinic.

	4. Diagnostic procedure
	The clinic communicates to the laboratories the types of procedures performed on the patient when obtaining the samples.

	5.Possible treatments 
	Laboratories offer their recommended treatment to the clinic depending on the lab test results.


 Data interchange standards 
The Systematized Nomenclature of Medicine Clinical Terms (SNOMED-CT) is a significant standard when communicating with the patients. The standards define the set of terms and phrases that are used in clinics.  The standard requires the use of a common clinical language. This means the terms and phrases used in describing prescriptions or any treatment procedures need to be common between all clinics (De Silva, et al, 2011). The standard can apply to the Midtown Family Clinic when receiving prescribing medications to a patient or reviewing the provided information regarding their medical history.
Logical Observation Identifiers Names and Codes (LOINC) is a standard used in sharing data between healthcare providers and laboratories. It is used in sharing health information electronically McDonald, et al, 2014). The standard requires the use of an Electronic Health Records system which supports it. The importance of the LOINC standard is to identify the measurements and clinical observations from healthcare facilities as well as promoting the meaningful use of healthcare information. The standard can be applied in Midtown Family Clinic in sharing test results between the clinic and the labs as well as identifying the possible health measurements applicable according to the results. 
Summary 
Data sharing in healthcare is one of the critical factors for ensuring the effectiveness of the operation in healthcare institutions. The Midtown Family Clinic is one of the institutions which require communication and data sharing between the patients and the clinic as well as laboratories. The sharing of the information is guided by a set of standards such as LOINC as well as SNOMED_CT which define the measurements in electronic data sharing as well as the use of a common language respectively.
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